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RE: Harbor Comments 

I have lived in Portland for 41 years, and i work in the travel industry downtown by 
the waterfront. I believe the current EPA plan for cleaning up the Willamette River 
is laden with problems. Most likely, it will not only take decades, cost over a billion 
dollars, and hurt the economy but also fail to achieve the desired environmental 
aims. The current plan is based on data from 2004 and 2008 and fails to take into 
account studies from 2014 showing a 40% reduction in contamination. Dredging up 
contaminated soil that has already been buried by natural processes will only 
expose cleanup workers to unnecessary dangers, which is morally wrong. It would 
be much better to come up with a solution that takes advantage of natural 
restoration, using targeted dredging where necessary. · 

As a senior citizen, i don't like the tax increases that will be necessary to pay for 
this expensive project However, I am more worried about the devastating impact 
the intrusive cleanup will have on the economy of Portland. It will probably put a lot 
of people out of business and increase unemployment. I work by the waterfront, 
and even ! would stay away if it was turned into an active construction zone. I 
certainly wouldn't go for recreational purposes. The economy does not seem to be 
going anywhere soon, and a disruptive project like this will only make things worse. 
Rather than using the strong arm of government to force an ineffective solution on 
the community, it would be better to have locals who know the area and the river 
come up with a more flexibie plan. 
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